lS2    BETWEEN  TEARS  AND  LAUGHTER
generally evade these words by using a more modern term; they call them the "spiritual values'* or the "social values/' But this particular use of the word "value" is strange, for it derives from economics. It has some relation to the ledger and therefore has a good, old, reassuring tone, reminding one of the "good values" that a housewife admires on a bargain counter. Other wrords derive from the social sciences. Educators speak of prostitutes and prostitution as "anti-social beings'* and "antisocial behaviour." Such phrases have a queer, dehydrated, synthetic flavour and suggest that the bones of our morality have been picked pretty clean. We don't reform a drunkard any more, we just "readjust" him to society as we readjust a watch, or even possibly "acclimatize" him to a new environment. A successful or unsuccessful man is an "integrated" or "divided", or "maladjusted" personality. The words of the modern tongue are getting increasingly mechanical. Both a political party and a motor-car are a "machine." Public sentiments are "response" or "reactions," diplomatic communications are "pressure," and a popular attitude is just "habitual mass-conditioning." Pride is "inflated ego," bravado is a "defence mechanism," criticism is an "outlet," and something or other is a "safety-valve," and somebody out of a job is just a "dislocated" individual.
I am choosing very general terms that have nothing to do with a personal style, and I exclude such specific academic jargon of sociologists and psychologists as "processes of equalization of satisfaction value," "emotive reaction," "ideational reorientation/* and "associative memory response." The plain fact is, we are scared not only of moral judgments, but of all normal emotions. Our morality is getting a little synthetic and is served up to the public in dehydrated essences. But if anybody tells me that psychologists who talk of "associative memory